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they wanted to bring back young families. The idea was to create a boutique city. They asked targeted
people what they wanted to see in their city. Overwhelmingly the answers were parks, bike path, and
walking paths. The City of Kenner removed the center lane and created green areas. All projects had a
maintenance budget that was untouchable in an interest bearing account.

5. Causeway Underpass Update

Ms. Casanova presented that the plan was expected in the next week.

6. Marigny Avenue Update

Susie Hardin, Marigny Avenue resident, asked for an update on this project. Ms. Crosby stated
that the City was in discussion with Cleco to remove the topped trees. The proposal was to plant an
edible garden under a 20’ height to prevent Cleco from future top pruning. The edible garden would
contain fruit and citrus trees as well as shrubs. The City was waiting for Cleco approval and a copy of the
conceptual plan was posted for viewing in the Planning Department. When Cleco approved the plan
then it would be sent to the neighbors. Susie Hardin asked why should Cleco have a comment. Mr.
Discon said at each intersection on the four corners of the sidewalk live oak trees would be planted to
continue a canopy down the street. They would not grow into the wires being placed by the sidewalks.
Some of the trees that would remain was determined on a block by block basis. During the first few
year of replanting, the area would appear more barren until there was more mature growth. Ms. Hardin
said many of the existing trees were volunteer trees. She agreed with the removal of the trees down
the middle of the median, but why plant edible fruit? Ms. Crosby said the commission wanted to
establish a naturalistic aspect for the wildlife and it would become an educational experience for the
children. It was hoped that it would help with the pollinator species like huckleberry and persimmans.
Ms. Fredrick:said-there-weutd-be apattr i the middre of the median and signs for an educational
destination. Ms. Crosby said the commission wanted to tie it into Tyler Thomas Park.

Ms. Hardin said edible fruit and the hodge podge of the combinations that could be more
problems than it was worth. She liked the educational concept, but how often would it happen? The
educational concept could happen at City Hall. Marigny Avenue was one of the two streets with a
median, was named after the founder, and it should look grand and nice. She had pictured the canopy of
the live oak trees and vista to the lake. About 15 trees ago someone planted a tree in the view so there
was no clear vista to the lake. Ms. Clark said years ago planning the corridors that an oak tree should
not be at the end of Lakeshore Drive. Ms. Hardin said the grand landscaping should not be edible fruit.
Central Park in New York had small flowering trees to walk through. One species of tree would be
beautiful, and it would make an impact. Maintenance would be easier to cut the grass around small
trees with spacing. Ms. Clark said the planting was a block to block idea. The species depended on the
amount of sun on each block. Ms. Frederick said there was a pattern and it would have a feel that Ms.
Hardin wanted. All trees made flowers before fruit at different times of the year.

Ms. Hardin asked if it would look like the 500 block. The sago palms would be removed. Ms.
Crosby said there would be repeaters for cross pollination. The commission wanted the community to
be able to pick fresh fruit. Ms. Hardin said she did not think it was an appropriate planting for that
avenue. It should be clean, consistent and dramatic in a small way making a statement and be easy to

* _maintain-by-the City-warkers.. There would be a major problem with raccoons.

Mr. McQuiston asked what kind of maintenance was budgeted for the tree planting. Ms.
Casanova said it was budgeted for a 1-2 year watering and bare maintenance. Mr. McQuiston was
concerned about that. Ms. Hardin said there were numerous plans and studies of this median. Ms. Clark
suggested Ms. Hardin look at the plan and write down her concerns and suggestions. Ms. Hardin said
looking at the Monroe Street entrance, it was simple and consistent. She suggested filling in the bottom
with giant liriope and it would be green and not have to be weeded or maintained. It would be a
statement. Ms. Frederick said there was maintenance on that garden. Mr. Discon asked Ms. Hardin
heard about the project. Ms. Hardin saw everyone walking down the street.

Ms. Hardin was concerned about a freeze, die off and replacement. Ms. Frederick understood
the point, but it was a different perspective of wild birds, pollination, honey bees and an environment
area. Ms. Hardin said it was a great idea, but not for Marigny Avenue. Ms. Frederic said it was to create
a pattern. Ms. Crosby said went several commission members and staff walked block by block to make a
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suggested that Neighborwoods could be considered as it an underutilized City park which would have
more impact on the City. Ms. Crosby said the application must include a way to promote the goals of
the LNPS. Ms. Casanova said the application asked what funding would be committed for the rest of the
project and there was no committed funding.

Ms. Fargason moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Clark and was unanimously
approved.

M@@ G- puon’

_moz mvﬂmsgmnﬂmﬂmﬂ,\ Scott Discon, Chairman
Parks and Parkways Commission
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