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owner, but it was agreed that the commission members would meet with the owners to fill their water
bags.

Causeway Underpass Update

Ms. Casanova said there was a meeting with Dana Brown in the last week and she would finalize
two plans to present to the commission at the next meeting. Ms. Frederick asked if the commission
could request modifications and that would be part of the presentation. It was suggested to invite the

City Council, Planning and Zoning Commission, Historic Preservation Commission and the Causeway
Commission.

The commission agreed that the mulch looked good and asked to continue the mulch to cover
the patches of clay that was visible. Ms. Casanova said she would continue to stockpile the mulch until
there was enough for the area because there was not enough money in the mulch line item.

Marigny Avenue Update

Ms. Casanova said Cleco were in agreement with the plan, but they were worried about the
maintenance and liability near the power lines. The biggest issue was the maintenance contract which
would include 35 services per year and a non-chemical herbicide for a preliminary annual quote of
$54,025. She stated that RCI’s complete budget for the City was that cost.

Ms. Clark said the first phase would be for Cleco to remove the trees. Ms. Casanova said Cleco
was willing to perform the tree removal. The commission was in agreement that the maintenance
estimate was high and suggested reducing the amount of planting to lower the maintenance cost. It
was decided to hold a work session with the drawings and have the maintenance cost re-quoted on a
revised plan. With a similar project anticipated on the West Beach Parkways median, it was requested
to ask Ms. Patterson and Ms. Hardin to participate in the work session. The commission discussed
holding the meeting on May 21* at 6:00 p.m. if the advertisement could be met.

Discussion of additional tree species protection

The commission was concerned about protecting the sizes and species of trees beyond the live
oak trees. Ms. Casanova said she and Ms. Scott would meet with tree professionals for their input, re-
draft the language, and she asked the commission to provide a protected species list. She presented
there was a backlash from the Mayor, the City Council and mostly from the homeowners regarding the
new landscape changes being unfair. The staff wanted to refine the wording to be more definitive and
create a streamlined process. The requirement for established home sites without the minimum
number of trees was that that number must be planted per setback. If the homeowner removed a
required tree, they must plant to be in compliance.

Discussion of project for LNPS Grant Application

Ms. Clark moved to not submit an application, seconded by Mr. Discon and was unanimously
approved.

Kierr Garden — Butterfly Garden.

Ms. Clark said the butterfly garden was initially part of the Kierr Garden plan. A private donor
had paid for the butterfly garden and maintenance. The Parks and Parkways Commission had decided
to expand the garden with additional plants. There were two volunteers at the Lang House and with the
Jane Austin Festival that were weeding the garden. Ms. Clark asked when would the plants from the list
be planted because the garden needed planting, mulching, and for the irrigation system to be turned on
since it was off since the winter freezes. Mr. McQuiston and Ms. Frederick said they would work on the
plant list and Ms. Casanova would order the plants. Ms. Frederick suggested planting citrus around the
benches, and the commission decided to plant those during the fall planting season checking for
irrigation in this area.
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