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McQuiston said plants native to North America might not be native to south Louisiana. Most
perennials should be planted in the spring. Mr. McQuiston suggested not being native crazy.
Ms. Clark said the commission’s role was educational, and the public and school children could
see the use of plants. Ms. Frederick said whatever was planted should be low maintenance with
a small amount of care. The American Beauty Berry was a good choice, but might not do well
on the lakefront. Star Anise could also be a good choice, but it liked to have wet feet.

It was discussed that the lakefront might be tough with it being so hot. Ms. Frederick
suggested Indian Blanket, but was concerned that it might require more sun than this area
provided. The intent would be to relocate the roses with the suggestion being the walkway by
the monument or by the City Hall sign. The boxwood around the rose garden should be
relocated by the City Hall sign. Another relocation suggestion was the lakefront gazebo and the
best transplanting time would be now while it was wet. Planting at the gazebo could extend
down the sidewalk to the street.

Chenier Neutral Ground/ Four Corners Planting at Trace Tunnel

Ms. Casanova said DOTD had agreed to allowing the replanting of the same planting
area with the same plants. Mr. Discon asked to place pine straw in this garden. Ms. Casanova
said the new planting would take place in February. The commission agreed the weeds should
be removed to create a nicer appearance and the least expensive way to handle it was with
mulch. Ms. Casanova said the City was pushing to install proper curbing on the revision of the
suicide lanes on Florida Street to be able to plant and mulch. She would request Gomez Pine
Straw place the pine straw.

The wildflower garden was constantly being reseeded. Mr. McQuiston said there was a
civic responsibility to see beautiful landscaping with low maintenance that was well
maintained. Ms. Clark said rose beds teach the public about a formal garden using native
plants.

Mr. Discon said he has complained about the roadway edging along Highway 190 that
was not being done. He was seeing 4’ weeds by Chenier and a pile of weeds by Sunshine Plaza.
Mr. McQuiston said Veterans Boulevard was reinvented with the beautification of the medians.
There had been a significant financial return with the appearance. He agreed there was a need
for the area to look like a city that cared with landscape maintenance. Mr. Discon suggested
kicking off the planting grasses by Chenier and the four corners of the Trace as a test case. It
was discussed that the median was not a native habitat and the native grasses were too tall for
DOTD standards. The commission agreed to place the planting of the Florida grasses on hold
until a decision was made on the Florida Street suicide lanes. There was a discussion about
planting Wydelia along Highway 22 and West Causeway Approach.

Staff Update

Lakefront tree pruning — the staff was meeting Thursday about pruning up the trees to a height for
walkers, box trucks, and cars in the parking spaces.

The cypress trees at the walking bridge needed to be trimmed to walk under.

West Beach Parkway update — Franklin Kyle working on a plan. Lucious Brumfield was on standby for dry
times to re-establish the swale.

It was requested that the commissioners email a list of areas to be evaluated for spring planting. A
beginning list was the Kierr Garden butterfly garden, lakefront rose bed, West Beach Parkway, and the
Monroe Street garden.
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